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West Valley City Council Adopts Alternative Energy Ordinance  
 
West Valley City – On Tuesday, October 5, 2010, the West Valley City Council unanimously 
adopted an Alternative Energy Systems Ordinance, drawn in part from a model ordinance 
provided by the Utah State Energy Program. The ordinance, which is the first of it’s kind to be 
adopted by a municipality along the Wasatch Front, establishes standards for small wind and 
solar energy collection systems in West Valley City and sets permit requirements for 
installation of such systems. 
 
The full text of West Valley City Code Title 7 Chapter 31 (7-31) may be viewed online at 
www.wvc-ut.gov/code; highlights include: 
  
 Definition of Alternative Energy Systems: Alternative Energy Systems include small 

wind energy systems and solar energy collection systems. A small wind energy system is 
typically a wind turbine system, with a capacity of 100 kilowatts (kW) or less. Solar Energy 
Collection systems include, but are not limited to, solar collectors, solar panels, solar hot 
water heaters, storage batteries, transformers, heat exchangers, and distribution 
components. 

 
 Establishment of Alternative Energy Systems Standards: This ordinance establishes 

standards for small wind energy systems and solar collection systems for all zones in West 
Valley City. Previously, installations of small wind and solar systems have been 
unregulated in West Valley City. The purpose of this ordinance is to provide a regulatory 
framework to encourage quality, safety, and aesthetics in the installation of these systems.  

 
 Standards for Small Wind Energy Systems: Small wind energy systems can be no taller 

than 80 feet, or 120 feet in Agricultural or Manufacturing zones. In all zones, these systems 
must be set back from overhead utility lines, property lines, and public roads at a distance 
equal to or greater than their height. Wind systems can be attached to existing structures.  
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 Standards for Solar Collection Systems: The ordinance establishes parameters for solar 
collection systems as well. Roof mounted systems shall comply with the maximum height 
requirements in the applicable zoning district. Ground mounted systems shall not exceed 
14 feet in height.  

 
 Building Permit Requirements: The ordinance requires that a building permit be issued 

for the installation of alternative energy systems.  
  
“Residents and businesses are currently eligible for federal, state, and utility tax credits and 
rebates of up to 30 percent of the installation cost for small wind and solar energy systems,” 
says Frank Lilly, West Valley City Long Range Planner. “Given the considerable uncertainty 
with the future cost of energy in America, we anticipate that more residents and businesses will 
consider installing alternative energy systems.” 
 
 West Valley City’s General Plan includes a goal to “encourage programs that reduce the 
energy needs of buildings, including incorporating sustainable building design where feasible.” 
The Alternative Energy Systems Ordinance moves West Valley City toward that goal by 
providing residents and businesses with a set of clearly-defined and achievable standards to 
ensure quality and safe construction. 
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